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5208 Glenwood Road
Bethesda, Maryland
December 9, 1948

Dear Betty and Maurie, 4-75p.1/1

Oour Yhnristnas card to you went out a few days ago, and on
it I ssked neuws of the lmpending Bernbaume. Lye news arrived last
night (in William's pocket when he camne home from the office) and
made us npoth very happy for you, S0 1 had to write and tell you
go. How nice to have a litivle girl, now! In spite cf everything
that can be 3&id in favor of sumall boys (and the many, gany things
which can be shouted against them on oceasions) 1 stili have a
feeling that a young lady would be an excellent thing to have
around the heme, and I have the irrational notion that little
girls are somehow NICER than 1ittle bLoys. ALL rignt, it's pere
fectily slliliy even to say it, byt there you are. S0 1L envy you
your present, blessedness.

Life in the uUnited States is certainly quite a different
proposition from life in easy cld Caracas, but there are distinct
comrnensations. Now that I'm wore used to daing wmy own work I find
I rather enjoy it, and in any cass it certainly is good for the
figure! It's only when we want to do what we would in Garacas have
called "a normal amcunt of eatertaining” that I find myself bogging
down. Strangely enough I find 1 haven't.six pairs of hands! ©h
well, it's wondierful Tor Lhe soul, too. I can only thank goodneszs
I already lmew how tc cook, becuuse I cerbtainly had to learn
everything else frocam the beginaing.

Wllliaw has been very busy with his revolution, en event
which has saadened us quite a bit. They didn't even give ithe
elscted president a year's chance. It does sesem a nasly shane,
but it also appears equa 1y c¢ertalin that there's nothing to be
done about 1i%t. In any case, for about ten days3 our telephone
began ringinz as scon as william left the offlice in the evening
and xept right on throuzh the night, only siopping in the morning
when he acrn ved at his desk once more. It got so that I could Lell
when he zmeached his deak.

1 hepe you four have a good 3tay in Quito, and thal you
like the post. In any case, r.ese give the new baby a chaste and
antiseptic kiss on her brow for me, unless you don't belleve 1n
kissing bables. I DOI

Sincerely,
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